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Background 

The United Nations Human Rights Council (HRC) is the highest inter-governmental 

body within the United Nations system responsible for strengthening the promotion and 

protection of human rights around the world.  

In March 2014, the HRC adopted resolution A/HRC/25/1, requesting the United 

Nations High Commissioner for Human rights to “undertake a comprehensive 

investigation into alleged serious violations and abuses of human rights and related 

crimes by both parties in Sri Lanka during the period covered by the Lessons Learnt and 

Reconciliation Commission, and to establish the facts and circumstances of such alleged 

violations and of the crimes perpetrated with a view to avoiding impunity and ensuring 

accountability”.  The mandate of the OHCHR Investigation on Sri Lanka includes 

violations and abuses of international human rights law and breaches of international 

humanitarian law as well as related crimes. 

In accordance with this resolution, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 

Rights has established the OHCHR Investigation on Sri Lanka (OISL). The OISL 

will be supported and advised throughout by three independent, distinguished experts, 

appointed by the High Commissioner in accordance with Resolution A/HRC/25/1: Mr. 

Martti Ahtisaari, Ms. Silvia Cartwright and Ms. Asma Jahangir.  

The United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights will present a 

comprehensive written report on the outcome of the investigation to the HRC in March 

2015, as per resolution A/HRC/25/1.  

Submissions to the OISL 

Individuals, organisations and governments are invited to submit information and/or 

documentation on alleged serious violations and abuses of human rights and related 

crimes allegedly perpetrated from 21 February 2002 until 15 November 2011 in Sri 

Lanka by either of the parties to the armed conflict.  

Submissions must be made by midnight, Geneva time, on 30 October 2014. This is to 

allow the investigation team time to analyse all the information gathered before drafting 

its report. Drafting needs to be completed at least two months before the report is 

presented to the HRC in March.  

Procedure for submissions 

Submissions should be sent in written form and must include the contact details of the 

author(s). Submitting entities/individuals should specify if the submissions – or parts of 

them - should be treated confidentially. Upon receipt of the submission, OHCHR will 

take all necessary measures to protect the confidentiality of the personal details of the 

authors or any other persons named in the submissions.  
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Submissions may be in English, Sinhala and Tamil. They must not exceed 10 pages. 

Should the OISL require additional information, it will contact the author(s) of the 

submission. 

Any video, audio or photographic material related to the submissions should not be 

submitted via email.  Contact the OISL to make arrangements to send it by alternative 

means.  

 

Email and postal addresses for submissions 

By email to:     OISL_submissions@ohchr.org 

By post to:   OISL 

UNOG-OHCHR 

8-14 Rue de la Paix 

CH-1211 Geneva 10 

Switzerland  

 

 

For the HRC Resolution, OISL Terms of Reference and other information on the OISL:  

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/OISL.aspx  

 

 


